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JOINT LETTER REGARDING FLU VACCINATION TO ALL PARENTS OF SCHOOL CHILDREN 

– RECEPTION TO SECONDARY SCHOOL YEAR 7 from NHS in Blackburn with Darwen, 

Blackburn with Darwen Council and Lancashire Council of Mosques 

 

In the light of the risk of both flu and COVID-19 this winter, the national flu immunisation programme will be 

essential to protecting vulnerable people and supporting the resilience of our communities and health and 

care system. 

This year we have been informed by Public Health England (PHE) that those children whose parents refuse 

“Fluenz” nasal spray flu vaccine due to the porcine gelatine content may be offered an injectable vaccine 

which does not contain porcine gelatine. If your child is in an at risk group then your child can get the 

injectable vaccination immediately, however, it is important to note that healthy children will have to wait 

until further supplies become available.  

Guidance from PHE states: 

In addition, this season an inactivated vaccine may be offered to those children who parents 

refuse the live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) due to the porcine gelatine content, in 

order to prevent localised outbreaks this year. Providers of the children’s vaccination 

services will receive further instruction on the offering of this service in due course. 

It is important that parents understand that the flu nasal spray is the most effective vaccine for this 

programme and that they need to wait until later in the season (from November / December 2020) 

for the alternative vaccine when additional stock is due to be available. 

It is important to remember that the injectable vaccine may only be offered if a consent form has been 

received stating the reason for refusal is due to the porcine gelatine content. 

 

TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE INJECTABLE NON-PORCINE VACCINE, SHOULD IT BECOME 

AVAILABLE, YOU WILL NEED TO DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING:  

 Complete the “NO” consent form from Intrahealth stating you do not consent for your child to receive 

the Fluenz nasal flu vaccination: 

 Tick the box that indicates the most appropriate reason as to why you are refusing Fluenz (porcine 

gelatine content is one of the reasons available on the form). 

 

If your child is in an at-risk group and more vulnerable to the consequences of flu, an appointment can be 

made at their GP practice for their vaccination.  Otherwise, healthy children not in an at-risk group will be 
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offered a “Fluenz” nasal spray vaccination through the schools programme (and can refuse consent to the 

offer of the Fluenz nasal spray vaccine, as above). 

 

 

We are urging all parents to indicate on the supplied Flu Immunisation Form, their decision for Fluenz nasal 

spray vaccine to be given OR NOT. 

Without the consent form filled out as detailed above, your child will not be considered for any 

injectable non-porcine vaccine, should this become available later this year. 
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